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Intercity Passenger Rail Studies Intercity Passenger Rail Studies 
Conducted for ADOT by Conducted for ADOT by KimleyKimley Horn & Horn & 

Associates Recommended Multiple Daily Associates Recommended Multiple Daily 
Trips Between Tucson and PhoenixTrips Between Tucson and Phoenix

• Arizona Rail Passenger
Feasibility Study (1993)*

• Arizona Rail Passenger Feasibility 
Continuation Study (1994)*

• Arizona High Speed Rail
Feasibility Study (1998)*
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Why It’s Time to Consider Rail
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Population and Travel Growth
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Availability of 
Rail Facilities
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Expansion of Connecting Transit 
Services

Valley Metro
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Importance of Rail Corridor to Importance of Rail Corridor to 
Transportation NeedsTransportation Needs
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Benefits of the SWRC to Arizona:
• Links Arizona’s major population centers 

(Tucson and Phoenix) to southern California
– Phoenix –Los Angeles ranks as the 14th most 

heavily traveled metro pair in the country 

• Train service can be implemented 
concurrently with the widening of I-10, and 
can act as congestion mitigation during the 
construction of new lanes.
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Benefits of SWRC to
Traveling Public

• Offers alternatives to increasingly congested 
roads and the hassles of air travel 

• Complements existing and improved bus and 
rail networks in Phoenix, Tucson, and Los 
Angeles 

• Provides transportation options to increase 
mobility and economic development

• Can be environmentally friendly alternative 
to increased single occupant vehicle travel
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Proposed 
Southern 

Arizona Rail 
Network
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Rail Corridor Funding Options
• Federal Transit Administration (50/50 split 

with state) 
• Federal Highway Administration (congestion 

mitigation) 
• State Government – Legislature would have 

to identify funding to support rail
• Private – The operator of the line (e.g. 

Amtrak, other) would become a partner with 
the state/federal government and contribute 
a share
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Objectives of the SWRC CoalitionObjectives of the SWRC Coalition

• Develop Intercity Passenger Rail Along the 
corridor that Links Yuma, Phoenix, Tucson 
and Nogales

• Reintroduce passenger rail to area with 
regional commuter rail services

• Designate Tucson – Phoenix as the Initial 
Intercity Development Segment

• Encourage the State of Arizona to Develop 
and Implement an Intercity Passenger Rail 
Plan
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SWRC Coalition MembersSWRC Coalition Members
• Arizona Rail Passenger Association
• Arizona Transit Association
• Central Arizona Association of Governments
• Friends of Transit (Phoenix)
• Citizens for Sensible Transportation Solutions 

(Tucson)
• HDR, Inc.
• National Association of Railroad Passengers
• Old Pueblo Trolley
• Rail Passenger Association of California
• Stantec Consulting
• Yuma Metropolitan Planning Organization
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Q & AQ & A

http://www.southwestrail.org


